Forest in Poland
and Europe

Functions of forests
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Forests are natural factories. They give us wood and other materials. Wood is used in
many aspects of our lives. We need it to build houses, bridges or other constructions. It
also shouldn’t be forgotten that every year millions of cubic meters of wood are used in
paper production. What is more, we use wood as fuel because it burns easily. Hard coal is
also made of trees which have been growing on the Earth for billions of years.

generative

Apart from their industrial functions, forests are also a source of food. Being a habitat for
many species of insects and animals, they provide us with meat. Mushrooms and forest
fruits can barely be found anywhere else. Moreover, forests are our natural pharmacy.
Many herbs used in the production of pharmaceuticals can also be found only there.
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"A single mature tree can
absorb carbon dioxide at a
rate of 48 lbs./year and
release enough oxygen back
into the atmosphere to support
2 human beings."
- McAliney, Mike. Arguments for Land
Conservation: Documentation and Information
Sources for Land Resources Protection, Trust for
Public Land, Sacramento, CA, December, 1993

Forests stabilize the hydrologic cycle, have an impact on the climate. They protect us
against floods and avalanches. They prevent the ground from sliding down steep slopes.
Their presence protects soil against erosion. However, the most important function of the
forests is oxygen production. Without them we wouldn’t have anything to breath with. It is
said that one big tree produces enough oxygen for two people. In the process of
photosynthesis they absorb carbon dioxide. They also clean the air of pollution.

recreational

Beskids

Forests also muffle noise so they are a good place for walk. They enrich the landscapes, possibilities of
spending time and job market. The forest nearby give work places for people who want to be for example
lumbermen or other professions connected with wood.

Afforestation rate
erate of sheeting of certain surface
with forests; it's a ratio of a surface
overgrown by forests to entire surface

During the Middle Ages about 90% of Poland was
covered with trees, mostly pine and oaken coniferous
forests. Since then the population has grown,
lifestyle has changed to sedentary and agricultural
(e.g. slash-and-burn farming which involved cutting
and burning plants in forests and woodlands to create
fields) whereby there has appeared bigger ground
demands.
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deforestation

In 1800 there was about 40% afforestation rate and due to big agricultural expansion and great wood
demand it kept decreasing. Biological diversity has dropped, soil erosion and impoverishment of
landscapes has occured, water balance has been disrupted and as the result in 1920 only 38% of Poland
was covered with forests.
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And then came World War II which destroyed much more anyone could have imagined. Afforestation rate in
1945 equaled only 20,8%. People tried to help that but only made it worse by seeding pines and spruces
on fertile lands where degames should grow. That's how we ended up with hectares of congenerous tree
stands which were nonresistant to pests, drought, wind or pollution.

afforestation
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In second half of XX century the ecologic function of forests was finally discovered and fully apreciated.
Over time afforestation rate increased so in 1970 it equaled 27%. The biggest growth took place in the 60s
when average size of afforestation was around 55 thousands hectares.
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