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Characteristics of Silesian Forest District.

SFD was formed in 1974. It covers the surface of 64,400 ha,
of which 14,500 ha is forest. In the area there are 31 protected species
of plants.
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Animals

In Katowice Forest District there are 80 protected species. In 2013,
unique 201 anthills of wood ant and Formica polyctena ant were
catalogued. The Wildlife Rehabilitation Centre “Lesne Pogotowie”is
located there. It has rescued a lot of native fauna.

1000 ..........................................................................................................................
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Fires

What is the meaning of fires for the forests? People‘think that fires are
very destructive and harmful for the woods while this is not entirely true.
Apart from many obvious drawbacks there are a lot of positives such as:
fertilizing, replacement of species, rejuvenation of the stand.

Early warning system consists of: S I
* 66 watch towers £
. 1000 hydrants




The climate change influences the forests.

Global warming does not have negative impact on the woods, because
they have a natural ability to adapt to the new conditions.

Because of climate changes forests haveto undergo the process of
adapation to new patterns of temperature and rainfalls. They.also have
to face extreme climate phenomena which.oceur more often, the
acidification of the soil,'the’loss of nutrients and higher concentration
of ozone.
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Ecological actions

"Drzewko za makulaturg" — the campaign or,
given amount of waste paper we are giver

o

Car Free Day — 22nd of Septem|

o



Conclusions

Summing up all the arguments presented above, we hope that we were able to
present a completely different, from the widely accepted yet misleading, view on
human-forest interactions. Although we should always care about the
environment and promote pro-environmental ideas, we should also consider all
aspects of the problem, instead of reapiting slogans and buzz words. This is why
people mistakenly consider human acctivities in forests to be harmful and
unnecessery. Furthermore, the superficially harmful actions always have their
other side, which often turns out to be not so bleak, as they might seem. There is
a noticeable symbiosis between human and forest, because each side has a
positive influence on the other.



Sources

* http://www.katowice.lasy.gov.pl

 https://pl.wikipedia.org/

e http://www.lasy.gov.pl/

 https://www.mos.gov.pl/

* All photos from own library.
* Interview with chief forester Bolestaw Bobrzyk.
* Silesian forest management plan.
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